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5.  Conclusions and recommendations for action 

This analysis has discussed existing theoretical concepts and practiced approaches 

to solving land use conflicts with special emphasis on the conflict between agricul-

tural production goals and the conservation and propagation of biodiversity. Thus, 

the conditions for assessing the performance of the identified concepts and ap-

proaches based on appropriate criteria have been created. The review has shown 

that none of the existing approaches is able to generate full performance in terms of 

better target achievement. Nevertheless, the advantages of participatory approaches 

provide the opportunity to further expand their capacity if the remaining disad-

vantages can be minimized. This is the starting point for an AEP, the basic construct 

of which has just been presented. 

The AEP is currently a theoretical frame for an efficient, incentive-compatible, cost-

minimizing, (environmentally and economically) targeted, systemic strategy with 

fair distribution effects for resolving conflicts between biodiversity protection and 

agricultural production. However, the stability of an AEP has to be proven in form 

of practicability and effectiveness. 

Concrete feasibility of an AEP is suggested to be tested via locally determined pilot 

projects. Such pilot projects should be located where respective problems (species 

conservation vs. agriculture) do exist and where stakeholders of both poles – i.e. 

farmers on the one hand and environmentalists on the other hand – have already 

signaled their willingness to cooperatively solve existing conflicts. 

Within this study project relevant discussions have taken place, which have identi-

fied such stakeholders and potential partners: 

• Specifically, the German Wildlife Foundation shows interest in financing con-

crete local wildlife conservation measures on farms if appropriate measures 

are implemented and generate respective success stories. The mission state-

ment of the German Wildlife Foundation is to protect species and to show that 

the protection and simultaneous use of the landscape do not have to be mutu-

ally exclusive. This statement already formulates the relevant requirement of 

an effective AEP, namely to recognize other than own superficial goals, here: 

next to biodiversity and environmental protection maintaining an (economic) 

land use. 

• Potential partners for the German Wildlife Foundation in the sense of an AEP 

are committed farms. So far, two addressees have been identified, who are in-

terested in species protection and propagation in their social environment if 

this is compatible with maintaining productive farming. One of them is a 
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2,500 ha farm near Leipzig, which is open to production-integrated compensa-

tion measures that allow for more farmland as well as biodiversity at the same 

time. The second potential partner who has signaled interest in cooperation is 

a farm in the “Goldene Aue” region (Thuringia), a modern agricultural enter-

prise with 500 ha. 

It would be a great advantage to integrate at least two such agricultural enterprises 

in the pilot phase. This would allow for testing for the practicability of the AEP con-

cept in different localities with different frame conditions expanding the horizon of 

understanding at a very early stage of project design and implementation. 

Against this background it is suggested to bring the two interested parties together 

as required by above-outlined cluster of tasks and to consider what specifically 

should be tackled with the given localities. At best, the project outline discussed here 

provides a blueprint that has to be taken into practice. Nonetheless, the concept is 

up for discussion. In fact, it is necessary to reflect and discuss the arguments sug-

gested in this paper. In the course of such a discussion process individual parts of 

the outline can be discarded, re-designed or accentuated. It would also be desirable 

to confront the German perspective of an AEP with other viewpoints. 

If required, the authors of this analysis are available for any further discussion, a 

more advanced development of the concept or even next steps of a practical AEP 

implementation.  
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